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A Word from the Vice Chairman
Happy new year to all members and friends of the club.
As I write this the snow is covered on the ground, we have just
come back to some tough games of rugby. But looking at us, we
are a club who have two strong male teams each week who are
performing well in our respective tables, plus we have our newly
formed ladies team who seems to have a very strong team, social
spirit and their first win already under their belts! This is great
club socially with a great atmosphere for anyone who walks
through our doors.

FRIDAY 25

TH

JANUARY

(THIS FRIDAY!!)
Tickets £3.50 each.
7:30pm start.
Being organised by the Ladies team - all welcome.
Should be a good evening as we have McNick Prior
on the bagpipes, DJ Bom in charge of music, the
royal society of Scottish country dancers (includes
participation if you so wish!), Burns poetry, Haggis,
Neeps & Tatties and of course good ole fashioned
excellent company...all this for £3.50!! :-)
You can see from Gerwyn's column
WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT

Now you may not be aware of some of the things the committee
is working on, but we have exciting and big news to
announce...but also a call for some help.
To protect and improve the club facilities for all a few of the
committee (primarily Dave, Mike and Mike) have spent a lot of
effort over the last three years working on couple of projects to
a) install new floodlighting both sides of the training area and
b) introduce new drainage to both pitches. Two important and
much needed improvements - I am sure you will agree.
The work in total is looking at around £70k and we are in final
stages of receiving money from the grants we have applied for
and agreeing contractors and timings, so we can allow the work
to be done by the summer.
But at the moment we are £7,500 short! We are in discussion on a
loan, but as Ian reminds me, it is money the club currently does
not have and we still have to pay it off.....so we are asking for
your help:
"Your club needs your help, to help us raise the missing £7.5k to
secure our new Floodlighting and Pitch Drainage improvement
plans".
To avoid loosing the funding and the improvements and minimise
the burden of a loan, we are looking to club members for ideas,
help and support - Using the club spirit so that we need to pull
together on this challenge.

CHANDLERS FAREWELL
FANCY DRESS PARTY
1

ST

MARCH

7:30pm start.
Dress Code: Please dress for an Arabian nights
theme i.e. Sultan, Genie, Belly Dancer

What additional funding ideas do you have? Is there any one or
companies out there to help us?
What fundraising social events/activities/ideas do you have? Can
you organise? Can you ensure people attend? What can you assist
with? Any (sensible) ideas will be considered.
Here is a great opportunity for the club...... Your club needs you !
Thanks, Gerwyn.
Vice Chairman, Essington
(RFU Core Values: Teamwork, Discipline, Respect, Enjoyment,
Sportsmanship)
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•Smith family get women’s section up-and-running
•Promising start for Essington women
Rugby is a family affair at Wolverhampton-based
Essington where three members of the same family are
involved in the club’s recently-established women’s team.
First team front-row forward Nick Smith is coaching the
team with his daughter Callie-Jo, a hooker, and wife Trish
Martin, a prop, in the side.
Callie-Jo, who has played for Staffordshire, West
Midlands and England Colleges, previously played for
Lichfield where her father first took up coaching.
“It’s a big rugby family,” Smith said. “When Callie-Jo
went to Lichfield they were looking for volunteers and
I’m not the sort of person who will tell somebody how to
do something unless I can do it myself so that’s why I got
involved.
“I ended up coaching there for three years but work
commitments forced me to take a step back so I
concentrated on playing at Essington. When we tried to
start up a girls team I got back involved with coaching
again.
“A couple of adults turned up for the first session and we
didn’t want to turn them away. They brought some friends
along for the next session and within about three weeks
we had enough players to get a side out.”
Essington women’s team played their first match recently
and beat Warley 44-20. They intend to continue playing
friendlies for the rest of this season but are hoping to enter
a league next year to play regular competitive rugby.
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